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LONDON 
Printed by Abel! leffesr, * 
awelling in the old Bailie. 
at the goulden Cap, 


Was x the Reader. 


F1 Faring how 
71 fas ebus Ser- 
monhath vte 
tered, andyet 
howe miſera- 


| blye it bath 
Le 'n abuſed in 
'P rinting, as 
Tt rere rith 
* whole lims cu: oF at once, and cle, neleft 
out, | hauz: t aber a litt ie p. unes ( 15'my 
ſickneſſe g axe me  leaue EDZF to perfit the 
matter , and to correct th: print . Now Cl 
as the A gel! fat 1to] QHN Lan TS e this Reael, 10 
Booke and eate it - ng with that cthos 16, 
haa/t [0 aigefeed this dobtrine, that all the _— 
partes of thy bo. ind foute were ſtreng- | 
thened by it . Butifall this will not make 
thee content with that thay has , [orrove 
that thy Couctauſueſſe 1s greater then 
; #thers : ana ncuer lon? thy fe!fe un 
tlthoy can finds in thy harte 


#0 b: bleſſed. Farewell. 4 


Thine H. g M IT H, 
A 2 


ix 


The Benefyt of 


Contentation. 


t. T1x.6.6. 


Godlineſſe ts great Gaine if a man be con= 
tent with that he hath. 


NEcauſe when wee 
preache, we know 
aot whether wee 
thall Preache as 
2a1ne,my care 1s to 
chooſe ht andpro- 
per texts, tolpeak 
thar which 4 wourd ſpeake , andthat 
which is neceſſaric for you to heare, 


Therefore thinking with myſelfwhar 


doCtrine were fittelt tor you, I fought 


foratext which ſpeakes againltcouc» 
touſnes,which I may cal!, the Londo - 
ners finne, Although God hathgiuen 


you more than other, which ihould 


turne couetouſnes 1nto thankfulnes,” ©: 
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- Tus Bxnerir 
yetasthe Juice groweth with the Oke, 
10 couctoulſacilc hath growne with 
riches: cuery man wiſhecth the Philo- 
ſophers ſtone,and wh24s within theſe 

walles that thinkes hee hath enough, 
thougitacre be {o many that haue ela 


p4.15.2 much? AstheIf{riclites murmured as 
2.11,4 much when they had A224, as when 


there were without it, {0 they which 
haue riches couet as much as they 
wich are without thein : that confer= 
ring your mindes and your wealth to- 
getuer, | may truely fate, this Cittic 
15riche.1it it were not couztous, This 
is the Dewll which bewitcneth you, 
to thinke that you hane not mough, 
whenyou haue more then you neede. 
Ifyou cannot choole but couct riches 
I will ſhewe you riches which you 
may couet, Godlinzs is great riches. In 
which wordes , as /aceb craucd of his 
wiues and his ſeruants to gue him 
their Idols, that he might buric them, 
* fo Paxl craueth your couctouſneſſe Ic, 
that he might buricit : and that yee 
mightbe no looters, he offcreth you, 
the vantage, in ltcedof gaine, he pro» 


poleth 


Dr ConTENTATION. 
poſeth great gaine . Godlineſſe 1s great 


gaine :asit he ſhould ſay,Willyou co» 

uct little gaine before oreat? youhaue . © 
found little i joy in money, youſhall + 
finde great ioy inthe noly Ghoſt: you 
haue Sang little peace inthe world, 
youſhall finde greatpeace in cnmlch= 

ence, Thus ſeeing the world {tric for 
the world, like beooers thruſting at a 
dole, Lawyer az ainſt Lawyer, Bro- 
ther againſt Brother,neigh bor acain(t 
neighbour for the golden Apple, that 
poore Naboth cannot hold his owns, t. Kin.2t, 
becauſe ſo many Achabs are ſicke of 
his Vineyard: whenhe had found the 
diſcaſe, k2 aſkilfull Phiſitian, he g0+ 
eth about to picke out the greedyc 
worme whichmaketh men fo hungrie, 
_ and ſetteth ſucha gl:ſſe beforethem, 
that will make a ſhilling {ecme aggrear 
as 1 pound , a cottage ſceme as fate as 
a Pallace, &aplonghſc Re 
2s. a Dirdem, that hee whichhath bue 
rwentic pounds, ſhall be as merrte_as 
he which hath an hundred, & he which 
hath an hundred, ſhall be as iocundas 


hewhich hathathauſand , & hewhich xt E 


. tat 


 Trxs Bznzr1rt 
hath a thouſand , ſhal] be as well con- 
| tented, a$he which hatha Million : 
$71.12. even as Danie/d1d thrine with Water 
and Pulſe, as well as the reſt did with 
their wine and mnkers . This is the 
vertue and operation of theſe words: 
1-you heare them with the ſame ſpirit 
tiar Paul wrote them , they will ſo 
woorke vpon your hearts, that you 


with that which he bath, like Zachers, 

which before he had ſeen Chriſt, knew 
; nothing but to ſcrape}, but as ſoone as 
hehod heard Chriit, all his minde was 
ſet ypon giving : this was not the firſt 
Gaye thit Zachers feemed tich to o- 
thers , but this was the fitſt daye that 
Zachers {cemed rich vnto himmfelte, 
when riches ſeemed dung, and godl:- 
nes {ſeemed riches. Chriſt doothnot 
will other to giue all their goods a- 
way to the poore, as he bad the yoons 


manto ſee what he would doo, but he 
which forbad him to keepe his riches, 
forbiddeth vs to loue riches, which 
1 makes our riches ſeeme pouerrie. 
hh. Tim 79.1 When yee contetane tiches yee ſhall 

3 by {ceme 


ſhall goc away euery man contented. 


O x ConTE NTATION. 


ſeeme rich , becauſe no man hath &- * 
noughburthewhichis cootented:bur Gey. 
ifyee couet, andgrone, andthurſt: as | 


Jacob gaue Ruben ableſling; but ſaid, 
thou ſhalt not be excellent , ſo God may 
eiueyou'riches, buthe ſaith , youſhal 


not be ſatiſſed,For ye will becouetous 


vntillye be religious. He that wil haue 
contentation ;, nuwſt leaue his coue- 


|rouſneſſe in pawne form, This ts the 
ſpirit which we wouldcaſt out, if yee * 
will leave but this one ſinne behinde, © - 


you ſhall depart out of the Church 
like Naaman out of Tordan,as if you 
had beene waſhed, andall yourſinnes, 
{wept away like the ſcales from Paxls 
eyes , For what hath brought Vſury, 
and fimonie,and briberie,and cruelty, 


and ſubtiltic, and enuy, and ſtrife, and 
deceit into this Cittie, and made eue- . 


ry houſe an Inne, and every ſhoppe 2 
market of othes and lies andfraud,bur 


the ſuperfluous lone of mony ? Name 


couetoulſnes,and thou haſtnamed the 


mother of all theſe miſcheefes : other 


ſinnes are but hirelings vato this ſin: 


Vlurie,and briberie, and ſimonie,and 
B eXtar- 


49 


2 Kin. .1 | 


" 


Act. 9, I, 


Fus - Bawnara r 
extortion , and-deceit; and hes ,and 
othes;arefators to:coutrouſnes,, and 
ſcrue for Porters to fetch and bring 
herliuing in, Asthereceurer makes a 
theefe; ſoconctoufncile makes an V- 
ſurer, and extortioner & deceruer,be- 


thapenlo her as Rach cried toher | 
husband, Grue-we children or el fe | die: | 
ſo Couctouſneſſe crieth vnto Vſurye | 
and Bribery ,and Simonie, and Cruel- 
tic,anddeeeit, and lies, Grue we riches, * 
or elſe I de : how they may ſauc a little, 
and how they taay ger much, and how 
they may prolong life, is every mans 
dreamefrom ſunne to ſunne, ſo long 
asthey hauc a knee to bow vnto Baa/- 
ſo many vices bud out of this one,that 
* itis called, The roote of all exill,as if hee | 
would ſaye, the ſpawne of all finnes. | 
Take away couctouſneſlc,and he will | 
ſell his wares is cheape as het heewill | 
bring vp his childrenas vertuovſly is | 
he : he will refuſe bribes as carneſtlye 
ashee-; heewill ſuccour the poore as 
heartily as hee : hee will cometo the 
church as lightly as he... If yec _ 
CCIC 


cauſc ſhe recttueth the booric which 


» w_— ww _ 


Tus BzuwnEvrrr 


feele the puls of cucery heart , what 
makes Gehezs take the bribe which 
Eliſha refuſed? What makes Demetrixs 


to ſpeake for umages,which Pawle cons 1, Fo. 


demned ? What makes Nabel! dee 
Dazid that which 46 g«i/ gaue him? 
What makes [ud grudge the Oyle 
which Marietendered* Nothing but 
couctouſnetTe . When thou ſhouldeſt 
giue, ſhee ſaith it isroomuch *: when 
thou ſhouldeſt receme, ſhe ſaith it 1s 
to little? When thou ſhouldeſtrenut 
ſhe ſaith it is too great : when thou 
ſhouldelt repent , thee faith it is to 
ſoone : when thou thouldeftheare,ſhe 
faith it is tootarre : like Phareo which 
found one bulineſle or other to occu« 
pie - he lever, when they ſhould ferue 
God. 

Thus eueric labor hath an end, bur 
couetouſfnes hath none like a ſuter in 
lawe,which thinks to haue an end this 
tcarme & that tearme,and the Lawier 
which ſhould procure his peace, pro- 
longeth his ſtrife , becauſe he hathan 
action to his purſe, as his aduerſarie 
hartrto his land , ſo he whichis ſet on 

| B 2a COUC» 


Ad.19 


Mat 


Exe. 5.4 


YE DENEFIT 
coueting doth drinke brine , which 
makes hym thirſtmore, and ſecth no 
| quem tulhe ariuc at death, when he 
hathlyed, heis readic to lye againe: 
© , When he hath {worne, heis readic to 
{weareagainc:when he hath deceaued | 
. heis1eacie to. deceaue againe: when 
. the days palt,he would 1t were to be- 
-gin againe, when the tearine 15 ended 


he wuhethat were to come againe,& 


l : ' 


. though his houſe bee full , and his 
ikop-tull, and his cofters-tull , and 
. his purſe tull, yet his heart 15not tull 
. bur lanke and emptye , like the de- 
_ ſeaſe which wee call the Woolte, thar 
1$alwayes.cating, andyet keepes the 
3 bodie icane. The Ant doth cat the | 
toode which ſhee findeth ; the Lyon | 
_ dothretreihe himſelte with the praye | 
..thathe taketh :butthe couctousman | 
- lieth by hismoney asa ſicke man ſits | 
. Kin 7.2, by his meate,& hath no power to take | 
| 1t,but tolooke yp6 1t, like the Prince | 
_ towhomElfba ſaid, that he ſhowld ſee the | 
.corze with his cies, but none ſhould tome | 
. within bis mouth . Thus the couetous 
man makes a toole of humſelfe , He 
| COuc- 


he? 


, _——— _ —_— Mt. a lh — 


Or -ConTENTATION, 

couetethto couct:he gatherethto ga- 
ther,helaboureth to labor: he careth 
to care , as though his office wereto 
fill a coffer full ot Angels,and then to 
dic, like an Afſle winch carriethtrea- 
ſures on his back all day , and at might 
they are taken trom hun , which did 
him no. good but lode him, How hap- 
pic were {ome 007 knew not golde 
trom leade ? 1f thow be wiſe(laith Salo- 
mon ) thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelfe , but 
he which 1s couctous, 15 couctousa- 
gain{thimſelte. For whata plague 1s 
this(vnleile one would kill hyntelte) 
fora mantoſ{pend all his life uxcark- 
ing and pining, & ſcraping (as though 
he thould doo nothing bur gather 1n 
this worid, to ſpendinthenext) vn- 
Icſſe he be ſure that he ihal come again 


! . when hes dead, to cate thoſe ſcraps 


which he hathgotten withall thus (tir? 
Therfore couctoulnelle may well be 
called miſerie, and the couctous miſe- 

rable,torthey are miſerableindeed. 
Ofthemuwhich ſccme to.be wile, 
therebe no. ſuch fooles in theworld, 
as they whichloue mony,better.then 
| them- 


Prao.9.1 


Pro.30.15. 


Jude. 6. 


444: 


Mat. 4.9. 


Tus Bzxnuzepir 
ſejucs, but thisis the iudgement of 
God, that they which deccuue others 
deceiethemielues,and luc like Cain 


wiuch was avagabond,vpon hus owne 


land, fo they are beggers iurthe mid- | 


deſt oftheir wealth. ror though they 


haue vnderſtanding to know riches, | 
__ andamindetofecke them,and wit to | 

- inde them,& pollicy to keepe them, 
& lite to poſſefie them, yet they hauc | 


fuchafalte fight and bleare eye , that 


when their riches lie before them, * 
they ſecme pouertic, andhee which | 
hath not halfe to much ſeemeth ri- | 
cher thenthey. Will you know how | 
this comes topaſle? I othew that the * 
couetous men belong to hell,they are | 
like hel} while they hue. Hell 1s ncuer | 
filled,and they are neuer ſariſhed, but | 
— gine, - 
their harts cr1e, bring Sring, & though | 
er ygey, ous as Bo | 
faidto Chriſt, Altheſe Iwill gine thee, | 
yetall wil not content them, no more | 


as the Hor 


the tempt 


then heaucn contented him . Bur as 
the glutton in hell deſired a drop of 
water, and yet a riuer would not {a- 


tiſhe 


Or ContExrATION. 
tiſfie hm:torif a drop hadbingran» L»k 
$ | ted him;he would have defired a drop 
» | more,anda drop more, anda drop to 
e | chat , ſothey will he and{weare;and 
» | deceiue for a drop ofriches. The De- 
uillneednot offer them all, as he did 
;, { to Chriſt, for they wil ſerue himtor - 
| lefſe, but if he could giuethemall, all | 
* would not coment them, no mo 
thentheworld contented Alexa 
Fort is againſt the name andna 
of couetouſnefleto be content.as 
2 againſtthe name and nature of Cor 
] rentation to be couerous . Ther 
Z one ſaith , that no mans heort i 
8 the couctous mans heart, for lf 
# is withouta botrome. 
A Prentiſe 1s bound | 
; yeares and rhen he is fragg&Wut 1f the 
z couetous might line lofiger then Meu 
| thuſbelah , yet they would neuer bee Ger..575; 
$ freemen, butprentiſes to r>cworld, 
, | while they haue a foote out of the 
e || gre, 
It is a wonder to ſee: as the deuil! 


compaſſerh about, ſeeking whomhee 


may deuoure:fo men compaſſe ___ L.Per.: 
ſeck- 


rac Yo 


ry ' 


 QansG 3 oo ow 


nine AF 


Fy 


Q - 


? 


: Job.2.15. mitieto God. Significng ſuch emu'ati- | 


war. 9 


"Taz Brnerir 


$i 13. ſeeking what they may deuoure: 


ſuch loue 15 betweene men and mo- 
ney, that they whichprofeſle g00d- 
will vntoit with their heartes , will 
not take ſo much paines for their 


1 for 2aj 
2 "oP life,as they take for gaine. Therefore 


no maruell if they haueno leiſure to 
ſan&ifie themſelues , which haue no 
leiſure to-refreſhthemſelues. Chri(t 
knew what he ſpake when he faid : No 
man can ſerue twomaiſters, ( meaning, 
God & the world) becauſe echwould 
haue all. As the Angelland the Deuil 
ſtrouec tor Aoſes body,not who ſhould 
haue apart, but who ſhould haue the 
whole,ſothey {trme ſt] for our ſoules 
who iſÞall haue all, Therefore the A- 
poltle faith, The love of this world ir en 


on betweene theſe two, that God 


-«cannotabide the world ſhould laue 


a parte ,and the worlde cannotabide 
that God iF- ould haue aparr. 
Therefore the lope of the worlde 
muſt neetles be enmitic to God, and 
thereforethe louers of the world muſt 


needes becncmicsto God:andſo no, 


COuCcs 


Or ConrexnrarrTon,. 
couerous man is Gods ferttant , but 
CGodsenemie., For this cauſe Coure 


ronlnee SC I}, ad [A L 1+) y, Wet Mich is the Fohe.s, 


moſt contraric finne to God heats 
as treaſon ſ-tteth vp 3nother King IN 
thc Kk11 nas plc e fo Tao! rrY {=rt "x | vp 


an oth -r Go Th Gods pl ace, This 
WOr | Vi | do! - {11 EF11! 2 a at. th C COULTOULL 
mike fo wuch of r ney thar the y 


cucen worth IP 'f 10 the ir hearts. nd 
would do as mnch for it, is the Ido 
d:irers doe for theorr Tote, 
P 2 ule {e eng (1c h ing commirred, 
& ſu-hp:ines r3ke for g1ine ; choug iT 
with him: Ite if they could be pets | 
(voaded that Crdlinefle is ramets like 
thar they would tike as muchpaines 
for nodhin: Te as they take for #INC. 
Fhercfore hee taketh VPOn him LO 
prooue this ſtr:nge pr: \dox", that 
zodlineffe 1; g7 ine 20 at 1} 1h rhem m 
the verſe before mh hold thar C417 
15 20d lincffe, Theſe two opimtons are. 
yeriecontrory, and here aremany a 
v1mmft one, A nf: nwould binkeths. 
my ſhould bee yeryc eloquent ang. * 
ſrarpe wittcd , and that he had neede 


& ro 


4 HE DBENEFFIT 
j- to vic ſome logike, for he hath choſen 
{i a hard text, What Pale, will you 
King.28. res that Godlineſſe is gaine ? You 
717. all haue mo opponents againit you, 
t then Michaiah had when he forbad 
! Achab to fieht. If you had takenthe 

A former verſe, which ſaith that Garne xs 
godlineſſe , then you ſhould hane had 


matter and examples inough * the 


Merchant and Merer, & Lawyer , & 
Land-lord, and Patron,and all would 
'Y comeinand ſpeake for gaine, asthe Y « 
19 , Epheſians cried for Diana : but if you 

| will be croſle toall,and preach Godli- 

+ 2.26.24 neſſe is gaine to them which counte 

j Gaine codlineſle ,menwill thinke of 

2 wo as Feſtzs did, that you ſpeake you 
- 

| 


19.2 


now not what. Theſe leſſons are for 
Paultor himſelte, As Chriſt faith: 7 
12.18 doe not receine this world , lo all docrot 
count this gaine but loſle: _ counte |} 
' him rich which Fath his barnes full } 
a likethe Churle,his coffers full like the || 
21Kin. 4.26 glutton,his tablefulllike Beltaſar, his 
Fr.k 12. ſtable full like Salomon, his grounds || 
+ *. - full bke /o,his purſſefull like Craſes, 
You ſpeake againſt your mziſter for 
| Chriſt 3 


Mat.1g.ur. 


: _ 


were counted riche men,though they 


Or ConTtTENTATION. 
Chriſt ſent worde vato oh: that the 
poorereceiue the Goſpell, as though 
the godly were ofthe poorer fort,and 
Daxid calleth the wicked rich , they x 7 | 
proſper and floriſh, ſarth he, their ſeede Plal oy 
blaſtethnot,their Cowecaſteth not: 7, 5} 
as iſheſhoald ſay,itisnot as you take — 
it Paul,that Godlines doth make men 
riche, for this I haue obſerued in my 
time,that the wicked be the wealthi- 
elt, and good Lazarw is the poore 
man,& wicked D.es is the richman, =: 
Againewe read that the officers were 19$-29- 
aiked,which of the Phariſes or ofthe 4 om.7, [ 
Rnlers did followe Chrilt , yer theſe 


s 


© 


had nogodlinelle : and it wee thould 
examine your (elf,it ſeemes you were 
norich man tor all your godlinelſle, 
when you did worke with your hands 1.Tbefſ. 
for your liuing : thereforeif godlines 
bee ſuchgaine, how hapneth it, that 
your ſhare 1s no better? lo they which 
are like Nicodemus(when Chriſt faith 
thac they muſt bee borne againe) 
thiake To hee can hae no other 
meaning , but that they multreturne /ohz. 3. 4 


C 2 againe 
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Thy Birxart t 
27 2c 14to tnew mothers wombse ! 
andwhen hecals hun'eite bre: id, that 
he mult needs mea: 6 {uch bread as 
t: 2ey dine with. As the Tewes hearmg 
fac prophets ſpeake lo vt.Got "Chriits 
King domic,and c alldal Na King,looked 
for ſ eeibporall king that ihould 
diuing them peace, andoy and 210ry, 
andmake them like | K1gs thenuelues: 
{9 the Carnal! CEdI CS wy en they tcarc 
Ot! a kingd: Pug, nd : 64 rs and Th 
cacs, {irat2} MAGA NILES TU Vp un 
earthly ,and worid! Ly, A00tranhtoric 
things, ſuch as they loue ,, towthoine 
Panlanniwerctah as Chnlt antwered 
hs Di! CIPICS, 1 hams an aiber 3CATS 
We A; Ch 1 0% W 0.4 HOT 0) "1 for 7ere TY EO ot icy 
YC Bos whic? YOu 24; 7 mol of, [| {aig NOY 
tat 2odlineft 15 Cart nly,or woridly, 
Ortranfitoric 9a! ut ws 8-410, 
He WI: 1 ROC OL,C Y } JIU G janet 


rt De paine, out arcat game: as it hee 
fnould LUy.E More zatnetull then y our 
Wares. ana rents; al 1d 12C5S:, and ate 

rel: as t CLOUT 1 i vlald make t:1C 
LAWYCT,a dM -rchamn,andMercer, 


. 


* ah 1); I-21, 19 Patton; 414 Land - 


PXIF 1, 
15: '- 


ba, HEX ww 1H > ©. ac woos 


=” Tal BREE 
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= a  . 


CT UT 7.2 


6. 


CP3# US, AS ENOUINRO!NC WAND WYAC 


11s ciuldyresy , and t: ze 2 T: bi oC OLLTC 
(3 odlrreve FAN, To mak VS yy 1 00s 

lncflc, hoe caileth ic by taenumeot 
e- twelouwemott: tut, Came, AS 


"0 4 , 
waulsd loue ore than the reſt by his L152.1 5's 


Oz Contexnrtartion. 
lord, and all.he meyotriches belecte 
that « 20d! 1e{lewill make CRIEct Vo 
{> ide then cou-toulielte, Þ fearc 
tius ſaying inay be te [Fa mar 


, F — 
til roru'yee will ot bileews tic: nay if God 
| " | | 
felt you, vet yee will nbt beleenc tr, Ai tine | 
{Lords looked Jowne vpon eauth, to , 


feet any 147% FAD 2 hun, and:{aiti2, 


There is not one . {tots femtencein yes © 
| FD. ” » D/of-t 

eoc from Courte to Cine , froin ©/#: 145 
Critte to: Countrie: , and fiye there T 43 3 
13 ſcarſe one 17 2 towns tizar Wort 
ſudicrbe vato it, 1.4 WOEny ti Dunid) 

on wh1p:/l ſhove ws 2. y food NEU, 
r1Ci1eS,and ab Kipiexfure winch 

are not good... But when necameto Pl.4.5 
rovdndien telfe, Ni ales our Af 7 

*),. amd OrNCT L215 ownihÞe _—_—_ 
Lord lift up thetight of thy Comntenterce 


with hun. Yo wiſto ne 35 5: —_ ” Ma wi 
4 3 


- Either cihteth his fonngwihck itt 


C p 21& 


Taz BznErrr 
ownename , to put him in minde 0 
{ucha loue as he bearethto himlelte. 
Here we may ſee that God doothnot 
commaund men to be godly onely,be- 
cauſe it maks for his glory,but becauſe 
eodlines 15 profitable to vs. For godli- 
nes is not caled gain inreſpet ot God, 
but inreſpet ot him, itis gaine to vs, 
£179:3-3, butitis dutictohim.Soit is not called 
J3 h:alth in reſpe& of vs, becaule xt is the 
3 health of our ſoules: {o it is not called a } 
{Aat. 6.33 kingdome1n reſpett of God, butin re- 
© Bo {pcRot vs,becaule weare intituled to 
the kingdomby this difference fro the 
reprobates . Putallthe good things in 
the world togetner,and the goodaeſle 
of all 15 fed: in Godlineſle : and ther- 
fore godlineſle is calledby the names 
of thoſe thinges that men count beſt, 
3x to ſhew that the Godlic are as well, as 
8 merriezas content with their loue to- 
T ward God,and Gods louc toward the, 
233 as other are with health, and wealth, 
TE[a.:3.36. andpleafures, Theretore it is ſaide of 
| the Godly . The feare of th: Lord « his 
[Lamz.2g. treaſure . herefore ſarth Teremre. The 
g8 Lordis myportion,as thoughhedelired 
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)r ConTENTATION. 
nothing els: andtherefore 1t isfaid of 7 
Moſes . That hee eſteemed the rebuke of Heb.1s. 
Chriſt greater riches then all the treaſures 
ef Egypt. If croſles beriches, as Moſes 
thought, what riches are in Godhines? 


ufe but is this all the harueſt 2 ſhall godli- 


* neſſe be all the godly mans riches, Nay 

"| (faith Pawle,) Godlimneſſe hath the promi- , Tm 4 
od ſes of this I-fe and of the life to come , that | 

| is the godly ſhall doe well inheauen & 
4 ; hecre too. And thereforg Chriſtfaith, y,,, 6 
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» 8 Eirff ſeeke the king dome of God and al the Ruth 2, 
ref ſmall be-caft wpon you , euen as the p: 

ſheaues tell before Rath: ſoriches ihal 4 

fall in your way , as they did to Abra- 

= | ham,andLor, and /aceb,and eb, and 

Ioſeph , riches were caſt tothem they 

T- | knewnot how, but as if God hadſaid, 

q | Ferich, and they were rich ſtrajzr, 

' | For all good things were created for 


© the gpas, nd charkoeetheyng called 2 
- good, Becauſe the good God created - 


them for 200d men to 200d purpoſe : 
n, and therefore as Lacch got the bleC. Gen 27 


, ſing,{o he got the inheritance alſo: to 
* | ſhewethat as the faithfull hanethein- 
wardebleſling, ſo they haue the ont» 
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Cae . when \youbq uencede of hoalths, 
vour Father will ſende youtheclth: 

when you -nie necede of riches Your 
Father will ſend you riches : when 
vai houence of Jibertie,your Father 
will fendvou libertie : for he {arch wot 
27.7 onely, that his Father knowerh what wee 
hw ncede of , but that be will 074e US rhe 
this; 05 W "Os e needs. Therforc as chile 
dren take no care for therr apparel], 
what cloathes they (h; wn weare,nor for 
their victuals, wh, tmeat- they ſhould 
A Utat 6.31 fate. butleaue this care fof their Fa- 
| Pal 34.10 ther,foſarh Chriſt, $3 the '614 119 CAYE for 
7 
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wy Father carety for You. 
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Or Co NnTENTATION, 
4ine,bur he calleth it great gaine , as if 
e would ſayc Garne, andmore then 
Gaine :riches,and better then riches: 
| a kingdome , and greater thena king- 
.. | dome. As when the Prophets would 
- | diſtinguiſh betweene the Idol Gods 
». | andthe liuing God, they call himche | 
-r || great Ged - (o the gayne of Godlynes Den.12 
4 © 15 called great gaine. Theriches ofthe ar. 4. 
14 | worldare called earthly, trarifitorie, 1.7 mn.6 
». | ares, thornes, dung, as thoughthey Pbil.3.1 
. . | were not ave to bee countedry- | 
.» | ches :and therefore rodrawe the car- 
- | neſt love of men fromthem, the holy 
i | Ghoſtbrings theminwith ſuch names 
| of difdaine , ro diferace them with 
... | rheirlouers: but when hee comes to 
}. | Godlvnes, whichistheryches of the - 
j1. | foule, hee callethir'greitryches,hed- p,, rY yi 
11 } uenlyriches,vn earchable riches,eutet- p,, 2c 
or | laſtingryches, with all the n2mes of r3. 
14 | honor, ad all thentimes of pleaſure, p,, ox 
:1- 4 andallthe names ofhappinefſe. Ava ,@ 1g. 
£, | woman trims'&'deckes her ſelfewith 
an hundred ornaments,onely tb make 
v2: | heramyable,ſothe holy Ghoſt fetterh 
out Godlines: with names of honour, 
D and 


Trur 'Bunrert 
wt. 4.1. andnames of pleaſure, and names of 
| happyneſle, as it were in her Tewels 
with letters of commendation , to 
make her to be loued.Leaſt any riches 
ſhould compare with GodlineſTe, hee 
me$ita name aboue other, and cal- 
Ft it Great riches,as it he would make 
a ciſtintion betweene ryches and ri- 
_ ches: betweenthe gayne of courtoul- 
nes,and the g3inc of Godlineſle, the 
peace of theworlde , and the peace gf 
conſciznce,the ioye ofriches, and the 
toy of theholy Ghoft » The worldly 
men haue akinde of peace, and oy, & 
ryches, but I cannot call it great , be- 
cauſe they h:yc not enovgh , they are 
not contented as the godly :re,there- 
fore onely godlines bath this honour, 
to be called greatriches, Thegaine of 
couctouſnes is nothing but wealth, 
but the gaine of Godlineſfe is wealth, 
and peace,and.ioye, and loue of God, 
amd therewiſſion of finnes and euer- 
- Jaſtiog life, Therefore onely Godlines 
JHath this honour to bee called great 
44ixe; Riches make bate, but ootinks 
makes peacc: riches breede couctoul- 
[0 L nes, 
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Or ConTENTATION. 
nes , but godlines bringes contentati- 
on: riches make menvnwillingto die, Gen.13} 
but godlinzs makes men ready to dic; 
ryches often hurt the owner,but gods 
lines profiteth the owner and other, 
Therefore oncly godiuefſe hath this 
honour to be called great riches , ſuch 
gaine,ſuch ioy , ſuchpeace is 1n God- 
lineſſe, and yet no- man couets it ; for 
this is the qualitye of vertue, it ſ{cev 
meth nothing yato a man vartull hee 
hath 1t , as S4/omon ſaith of the buyer, 
whyle hee is in buying, hee diſprazſeth 
the thing which he buyeth, and ſaith, _ _ 
It ts naught , it is not wootth the price Pro.z0.! 
which yeaske,but whe he hath bought 

it, fo ſooncashe is gone, he boaſteth 
ot hys penyworths , and ſaithit is bets. . 
ter then his money . So Godlines,bee 
fore a man haue it, hee ſaith it 15 not 
woorth his labour, and thinkes cuery 
houre too much that hee ſpendeth as 
bout it, but when he hath found at, he 
would not loofe it againe for all the. _ 
worlde, becauſe hee 15 nowe cometo 
that, which followeth , tobe contented 
with that he hath, Acecrc Paxle ſheweth 

D 2 with 


"Tus Brenzperrtr 
with what a man ſhould be contented, 
not withto00 pound, nor 100 pound, 

nor20 pound,but with that he hath:& 
there is greatreafon , why hee ſhould 
{o: becaule no main knoweth what is 
fitfor him,fo well as hys caruer. And 
therfore cucry oneſhould e{teeme lo 
reuerently of God, that he thinke no- 
thing better for hum (tor that prelent 
tumnc)then that which God meaſureth 
 foorth vato him. For when Chrytte 
t hadno money, he was contented, and 
Hath., py. whenhe wanted money topay tribute 
ta7. he fentfor no more then hee needed : 
's he might haue commanded 20 pound 
aswell as 20 pence . Butto ihew,that 
wee ſhould defire no more then wyll 
ferne our turne : hee woulde haue no 
more then ſerued-his turne, Now,be- 
cauſe contentation1s offuch a nature , 
thatit can plealcit (elfe with poverty, 
as wellasryches. Theretore it is cal 
led the Great gaine : as though it had 
all, which it wanted. And thys con. 
rentment(ſayth Par!) we owe to G od- 
fineſſe , becauſcit is not pollyble tor a 
wicked manto be contened, tor ashe 
Is 
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whichitſemes to quEch,(o-riches come 


Or CofrexnTtaArtION. 
isnot {atiſhed with finne, fo he ig {a+ 
riſhed with nothing . Riches come, 
and yetthe man1s not pleaſed, honour 
comes and yetthe man 15 not pleaied ; 
Iiderty comes, and yet themuin 1s not 
pleaſed, pleaſure comes, and yet the | 
man 15not pleaſed, vatill God come, Pſul.13 
and then he ſaith, Ze cupis full. Shzwvs * © 
thy father ((aith Þ billip) andit ſufficeth. 1 1, 

Nay thew vs thy truth andit {ufticeth. 
Now my ſoul (ſata the Churle) take thy 


thou halt layd vp for many years, The 
godly man hath tounde thut whichall 
the world dothſceke, that 15 #nowgh, c- 
uery word may be defined, and cucry 
thing may be meaſured, but exowgh can 
not be meatlured nor dehned: it chan- 
geth euery yeare - when weehad ng- 
thing, wee thougt itexoughit we might 
obtaine lefle then we hane : when we 
cameto more, we thought of an other 
enough: now we haue more we dreame 
of another exough , {oexough1salwaics ' 
to.come though to ——__ thece al- 
readie . For as oile kindleth therfire 
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Taz BzNEpir 
as though they would make a mn c6+ 
rented,and make himmore couctous. 
Thertoreſeing contentation was ne=- 
uer found inriches, the apoſtle teacherb 
fo ſeek it in Godlint ſe. S a:eng god/ineſſe is 
rich:s,as thoughit did not only make a 
man contented, but make 4 man con- 
tented with it {elte, He ip eaks as tho- 
ugh he had found anew kind of riches, 
which the world neuer thought of, that 
are ofſuch a nature, that they will ſa- 
4 tiſfiea man like the water that Chriſt® 
FÞ-1.4.14 ſpake ofyþe that drinks of this Water ſhall 
43 thirſt no more *{o they that talt oftheſle 
' riches ſhall couet no more : but as the 


12. 2.2. holy ghoſte filled all the houſe, ſothe 


graccand peace, andioy, ofthe holy 


hoſte falleth all the hart, that as 7oſeph 

dnoncede of Aſtronomy becauſe he 
had the ſpirit of prophecy,ſo he which } 
hath contentation hath httle neede || 
ofriches, heethinkes not ofthe philo- 
ſophers ſtone , nor the galde of Ophir, 
ror the mines of India, but he hath hus 
quieteft without lute of Jawe,for he 
retaine tha peace maker within,which 
- woldmakeal lawiers preachers,ifmen 
were 
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Or ConrtEenrtaATION. 
were ſo wiſeto take connſel of it, whe 
the law is ended.ifthe man be not con= 
tet he isin troubleſti]: whe his deſcaſe 
is cured if he be not content, he is 1K 
ſtil: when his want is ſupplied. ifÞebe 
not cont:nt he is inwanre {HI : when 
bondage is turned into libertie , if 
hee be not content he is in bondage 
ſtil : but chough hee bee in lawe, and 


fickeneſſe and pouerty,and bondage, 


,yetifhcebce content, hee is free, and 


ricke, and merrie, and quiet, euenas Gez,1 


Adam was warme , though he had no 
clothes. Such a commannder is con- 
tentation,that wher ſocuer ſhe ſetteth 
foote, an hundred bleſſings wait vpon 
her :in cuery diſcaſc ſhe is aphiſition, 
in euery {trife ſhe is a lawyer, in euery 
doubt fhee is a preacher , in euerye 
oriefe ſhee is a comforter: like a ſweet 
perfume which taketh away the -uill 
ſent, and leaueth a pleaſant ſent for it. 
As the Vnicornes Horne , dippeth 
inthe fountain, and makes the w-ters 
which weare corrupte and noyſome, 


clear & who]lſome ypon the ſuddaine, 


{o whatſocuer eſtate codlineſſe coms 
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Truz Buxwnzrlr 
vnto,it faith like the Apoltels, Peace 
bee ro this houſe, peace dee to this hart, 
-Peace beetothis man. 
I may liken it to the fiue loanes and 
" two fiſhes wherwith Chriſte fed fue 
thouſand perſones , and yet therwere 
twcluebaſketsſull of that whiche was 
lefr, which couldenot fill one baſket 
hen it was whole. Thus ther hittle 
tcaſt was made a great feaſte : ſoo the * IN 7: 
b- zodlye though they haue butlitle for, & x 
' 8 themſelves, y et they haue ſomething | t 
I- FR 12 for other, like the wyddowes Mite, | 4 
47- ' that they may fay as the Difc ipleslaid |} ti 
8; 22-55 to Chriſt, they want nothing, though | C 
they hauec nothinge- . Coatentarioa: 
4 wantcthnoihing, anda good harte 15 
-— + _ -worthalL For ifſhee want bread, ſhee 
b-- > .canſayasChiiſte ſaid, / haze andy 
+32. bread: If ſhee wante riches) ſhee can 
aye T haue:other riches : If ſhewante 
ſtrength z4hee- can fay, I haue other 
firenalf. If ſhee want 'frietdex; ſhee 
can fay. I hauec other frinds, Thus the 
- Godly findall within, that the God- 
© Jeſſe ſeek without, Therforeif you ſec 
_ Aman contented. with that "hath 
iat 
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Or ContEnTATION., 
hath,it is a great figne that Godlineſſeis 
entred into him fr the hart ofman was _ 
made a Temple for God, & nothing can '- ©; 
filit but God alone, Therfore Pas/ſaith, ay 
after his conucrſt6 that whichhe could Þ S 
neuerſay before his couerfio,] have lears © 
ned to be content, Firſt he lerned godlines 
* || then godlines taught him coptentation. 
| Now(laith'Par/) [hare learnedto be cone. 


ret as though this werea leſſon for eue® — © 


, 


nous | 
xy Chriſtian to learne,zobe context, For 


thus he muſt thinke,that as Godſaid to © 
Aſoiſes, whe he could not obtaineleaue- . +3 
to 20 to Canaan, Let thi ſufficetbee to ſee © 
Canaan : {o, whatſocuer hee gmeth, hee Dev;3. 
*1ecth this charge with 1t',, Ler chis © 
ſice thee . As leremicſaitht . This # 
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ſorrow ard I will beare it, fothoumuſt ſay, 
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is the ſigne, whether godlinesbeinamg* ©, 
it he haue 10y of that which he hath ;for 
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rizhteous,Paulfaith thathegmeththem OT ” 
O 15 " 1. Tim 

ro enioy,that is,ifhe haue much, he canſay _—_ 
:+ifhe 3 


with Paul, [haxe learned to abourd : if | 
haue Jierle,he can ſay with Paul, Thawe Phil.4. 
learned towan: that 15,ifhe havemuchas © ©; 
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Tus Buxzenr 
Abraham & [ot,& Taccb,8 fas 6 
yet it canot corrupt his mind, but as the [© 
.net was full of fiſhes, & yet did not rent, 
44.11, d<cauſe oy caſtit in at Chriſtes com- 
þ maund :{o thoughthe godly man be full 
of riches, yet kis hart is not1et , hismind 
1s.not troubled , his countenance is not Þ: 
chaged,becauſc heremebreththar theſe 
things were give him to Co good, as He- 
W-4-14 fer t ought of ker honor : if he have lit- 
| tle,itis ke the little oyle, which ſerueg 
whe widow as little as1t was, For a/ittle to 
h, rigffconr(laith Daxid ) i better then 
37-16 great riches tothe ungodly: for when aman 
Farh found the heauely riches, he careth 
not for carthly riches no more then hee 
that walketh in the ſun,thynks whether 
+ rhe moone {þinc or no,becauſe he hath 
® noneed ofherlight, Therfore we con- 
{4.54 6. clude with Chriſt, Bleſſed are they which 
® thirft after righteouſnes for they ſpall be ſa-h | 

tiſfied : not they which thirſtafer riches, 

nor they whichthirſt after honour , nor 
they whych thyr{t atter pleaſure , they 
ſhall not be ſatiſhed, but thyrſt more,as 
the ambitious , voluptuaus & couetous 
_ do,but they that thirit afier righteouſues 
. ſralbe 


- Bo God dothſariſhe many men without 


Dy ContaNnTATION. "NJ 
,albe ſatiſfied, though they haue no ri- Gex,3, 
ches,nor honor,nor pleaſure. If ye aske 
like the virzin, Hoy car this be,] anſwer, 
Fue as Adam was warm without clothes, 


riches, Though he was naked, yet he did 
not ſee his nakednes , fo long as he was 
innocent :but when he be-anto rebell, 


then he began to wat cloaths, ſo though 
aman be poore, yet he doth notſee his 
pouerty,{ſo long as he iscontented, but 
when he begins to couet, then he begins 
te wat riches, &from that day the curſle 
(inthefirſt of Agge 6.)takes hold vpon 
him,7e eate,but ye hawe not inough:ye drink. 
but ye are n0t ſatiſſied : ye cloath your ſelnes 
but ye are not warm. Indeed the couetous 
nan ſeemeth to draw the world to him 
with cords, his coffers are ot lodeſtones, 
his hands like nets, his fingers like lime- 
twigs,there 1t comes, & there xtcomes, 
one would thinke that thismi ſhouldbe 
happy one day. WhE the Churles barnes 
weretull, he bad his ſoule reft, thinking 
to gaynereſt by couctouſneſſe, that hee Loal2. 
nught ſay Riches gain reſt aſwel as god< > : 
lines, but ſee what happened, that night 

whenhe began to take his reſt, riches & 


E 2 relt, ' 


1HE BENRFLT: 
reſt,and {oule &al weretake from him 
Did he not gain faire?would he haue t: 
kenſuch pains ithe had thought ofſuc 
reſt? couctouſnes may gayne makes but 
it cannot gainerelt , ye may tliiake like 
this churle to relt,when your barns and 
ſhops & cotters are tull:but ye ſhal finds 
it true which Eſay faith}, cher: 15 no reſt t 
the vngodly, thertore the wile mi topre 
uent any _ ofreit,or honor or profu 
by finne, {peaks as though he had tryed 
A man cannot bee etabliſhed by imquitf 
* Thertore he cannotbe quieted nor (: 
eiſfhed by the gaine of deceipt,or bribe; 
or lyes,or vlury, which 15 1a1quity: ther 
fore blelled 1s the man whom godline 
doth make rich. for when the bleſſing of th 
Pre.10.22. Lord makethrich(\aith Salomon )he doth ; 
| no ſorrow to it, but((aith he ) the reuerend 
Po. 15. 6. of the wicked « trouble, as though hys mo 
ney were care: wherfore lct D: atron,and 
Landlord, & Lawyer,& all ſay now,th: 
Pa«l hath chole + beret riches, wid 
4 nh, 12.33 theef, nor moth,nor canker ca corrupt: :thel 
are the riches at laſt which we mult dw 

- . with,whe all the reſt which we hauc lie 
| | for,and ſworne tor, and tretted for,an' 

colonedfor, and broken our {lcepe to 

oe 


Or ConTENTATION 
andloit many ſermons for, forſake vs, 
like ſeruants which change theyr mat- 
ſters : then godlineſſe ſhall ſeeme as great 
gaineto vsasitdidto Paw,&he which 
loued the world molt , would giue all 
that he hath for a dram of faith,thathe 
might be ſure to goto heauenwhenhe 
is dead, though he went towards Hell | 
{d long as he liued, Here then1s an an- ag2/; 
{wer to themwhichaske , what profit is , 5.x 
is roſerue God? how happy was Barzillai , , 
+ thatwouldnotbe cxalted? whatquiet , #; 
had the Shanauite,which cared not for Luk.s 
preterment ? when did the Dilciples 
{eeme {oriche,as when they were wile 
ling to leaue all? this ſhalbe your gain, 
whe youare yſ{urers otgodlines. Is not _ 
the word gonetoorth yet, which hath 
killed couctoulnes, that I may cnd m 
{ermon?cither you go away cotented, 

or cls you go awaycondemned of your 
owne conlicience : before you were 
vexcd with couctouſnes, but now the 
word ihall vex you to,for you ihalne- 
uer couet,nor lie, nor deceiue hereat- 
ter,but a Sargeant ſhall arreſt you vp6 
it,and ſome  ency which you haue 


heard,thall gnaw youat the heart,with 
| A 


1Husn DBENEvir. 

a Memorandum othel,that ye ſhal with 
O thatI could abandon this fin,or cls 
that Thad neuer heard that warning, 
which makes it a corafiue vato me be- 
fore] canleaueit : if they which are 
greedy (til, could ſec what peace,and 
reſt, &10y, 80 home with them which 
are contented (although they may ſay 

* with Peter,Gold & (iluer hade [ none ) c- 
uery mi would be a ſuter to godlines, 
that he might haue the dowry of con« 
rentation. If any here be couctous [tj], © 
let him alway thinke, why Daxid prai- 
eth.T nrne my heart to thy law,ch not vnts 
conetouſner,he might have namedpride | 


oO 
or aver,or Juſt, but toſhew thar no fin 


did fo keep his thoughts from the law 
as couctouſnes, when 1t came vp6 him, 
he ſaith, Tarne my hart vnto thy laws ,and 
not vntocometouſnes, as though a man 
could not be coyetous ,and haue anye 
leaſure to thinke vpon any good. But 
as ſohn baptiſed with water, ſol can 
, butteachyou with wordes. Now you 
R:3- 31 haue heard what contentation is, you 

muſt pray to another , to giue it vnto 

you. It 15 ſaid of this city,that many c1- 
' tizens of Lowdoaw haue $ood __— 
| a 


Or CONTENTATION. 
bad deeds,that 1s,y ord o no good ve 
til ye dy. Firſt ye are vngodly,that you 
may be rich, & then you partfro ſome 
of your riches to excuſe for your vn- 
godlines,it may be,that ſomhere hauec 
{et down in their wils,whÞe1I dic: 1 be- 
queath 100,pounds to a colledge, ant 
100,poſids to an hoſpital, & 1r00.gowns 
to poore me. do marue] that yougine 
no more whEyou are at that point, for 
Indas when he died returnedalagaine: 
ſo ye die & thinke when ye axe gone, 
that God wil take this fora quittance: 
be not deccined for God dooth not 
loke vp6 that which ye do for fear,but * 
vpothat which ye do for loue,ifyou ci 
findin your hart todo good whileye 
arc in health,as Zachexs did.then God 
hath reſpe& to your ofring,but before Luk;19 
God harkehow you gue yourriches, 
firſthe examines how ye come by the: 
for aman may be haged for ſtealing the 
money which he giucth to the poore, 
becauſe if he ſhould count godlineſſe 
gain, much more ſhold he care to gain 
godly meanes . Thus you ſee the | 
fruits of godlines, & the fruits of coue- Nm. 2 
towſnes, to ſtayc Ba/aam poſting for a 17. 
. bebe... 
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\- Tus Brwzrtr 
ih. 26. bribe,andthe ſonnes of Zebeders ſuing 
for preterment , leaſt ſecking for aſſes 
10.1 they loſe a better kingdom then Saule 
found. If ye be couetous youſhall ne- 
_uer have enough th -ough yee hauc to 
much,butwhen ye pray, Thy kingdome 
| ' come,yeſhal w iſh NM) krngdome come. If 
11.2. YE be godly,yeſhal haue inough,thogh 
ye ſeem to haue nothing,like thes Pr - 
642. 9+ nians,of whom God ſaith, / brow thy po- 
har thou art rich. Therefore whaws 
bil.4. 12 counſel ibal l giue you, but as Chriſte 
coun! elled his Dilciples, Be not friends 
to riches, but make your friends of riches, 
> and know this,thatifyccan ſay as Paul 
Fe ſanh,] hanelcarned to be content, Godli- 
bn.s, 36- neſc is notyctcome vntoyour houſe, 
forthe companion of godlines is con- 
tentation,which(w hen ſhe comes)will 
bringyou althings. Therforeas Chriſt 
faith, If the ſore make you free, you ſhall 
 befree indeed: {oll lay, ifgodlines 


C makeyourich, ye ſhall be 
W: s ritche indeede, 
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